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The concept of equality stands as one of the most prominent ideas that
preoccupied Arab thought during the Nahda (Arab Renaissance). It represented a
profound transformation in Arab consciousness toward the end of the nineteenth
century, when reformers sought to rebuild the relationship between the individual
and society on the foundations of justice and human dignity. Thinkers of the Nahda
viewed equality as a fundamental pillar of sustainable human development, one that
empowers the individual and contributes to the advancement of the nation. In this
context, Qasim Amin emerged as one of the foremost figures of social and
intellectual reform. He transformed the notion of equality into a comprehensive
national project linking women’s liberation, educational reform, and social justice.
His three major works constituted an integrated intellectual framework that
combined the core values of Islam with the principles of modernity, offering a
critical perspective on the social realities of his time.The study is divided into three
main sections: The first section examined Qasim Amin’s early life, intellectual
formation, and the key influences that shaped his reformist vision. The second
section explored the intellectual roots of the concept of equality in the thought of
early Arab Renaissance pioneers such as Rifa'a al-Tahtawi and Jamal al-Din al-
Afghani, who paved the way for later reformist discourse. The third section focused
on Qasim Amin’s conceptualization of equality in education, labor, freedom, and
rights, highlighting its intrinsic connection to the principles of sustainable
development as a comprehensive human and civilizational goal .
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