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Abstract:
Date palm cultivation and date production in Iraq are among the oldest
agricultural activities, as the earliest known evidence of date palms in the
Mesopotamian civilization dates back to Babylon, whose history extends to
approximately 4000 BC. Archaeological remains of the date palm have been
found in various locations, and the palm tree was considered sacred by the
Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians due to its vital subsistence and
economic importance. Dates also have high nutritional value, as they represent
an essential component of a balanced diet because of their rich content of
minerals and essential vitamins .The study indicates that date palm cultivation in
Iraq during the period (2001-2021) exhibited clear spatial variation among the
governorates. Some governorates recorded an increase in the number of palm
trees, while others experienced a noticeable decline. This spatial disparity is
attributed to differences in the availability of agricultural potentials for date
palm cultivation from one governorate to another, whether natural factors—such
as water resources availability, climatic conditions, and soil characteristics—or
human factors, including agricultural practices, technological inputs,
governmental support, and farmers’ experience.
Keywords: Date palm, Spatial changes, Nutritional and economic importance,
Agricultural geography, Irag.
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