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Abstract

This research discusses the topic of (Religious Ethics and Their Reflections on
Democracy) and aims to achieve the following objectives:1-Can adherence to
religious ethics, reviving them, and rejecting foreign practices that contradict
Islam enable us to practice democracy?2-When linking religion to the political
system of the state, can the state achieve the social goals that individuals aspire
to in lIraqi society? 3-With the increase in awareness among community
members to dispel the notion that religious laws are rigid and incompatible with
modern ideological currents, will their perspectives change?4-Is democracy a
collective practice aimed at serving the interests of all, or is it merely a political
system like others that aims to serve the political process and the rulers in
power?Based on the results of the current research, the following conclusions
can be drawn:Democracy, in its broad sense, involves the individual's
commitment to the society they live in, to its members, and to their state, based
on values related to honesty, integrity, dedication in work and relationships with
others, and treating everyone justly without discrimination, regardless of their
status. It prohibits deceit, lying, and theft, and the law punishes these acts. These
are the same values advocated by religious ethics, indicating that there is no
difference between religious ethics and democracy.1-When religion is linked to
the political system, those states impose certain restrictions on exercising some
rights within their religious framework, such as public morals, minority rights to
practice their own rituals, celebration of religious occasions, and educational
curricula that take into account public morals and religious ethics.2-Despite the
concerted efforts of Islamic groups demanding the enforcement of Islamic law
as the foundation of the state, most Muslim countries do not apply these laws
strictly, even in purely Islamic states. However, some of these regulations
derived from the Quran and Sunnah are still included in the constitution, such as
laws concerning marriage, inheritance, endowments, wills, zakat, fasting, etc.
Yet, their role is less significant in areas such as economics (profits and
insurance) and politics. Some may not apply religious penalties for crimes like
theft, murder, and adultery due to the severe punishments prescribed by Islamic
law, which some believe do not suit modern times.3-This research shows that
the principle of the democratic system in any state strives continuously to
prioritize the interests of citizens and society over the personal interests of those
in power through constitutional provisions that guarantee citizens' rights.
Moreover, there must be civil institutions independent of the state, such as
unions and religious and professional organizations, that help establish the
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concept of democracy alongside state institutions within the boundaries of
religion.

Keywords :Religious Ethics, Democratic System, People’s Authority, Religion.
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