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In recent decades, the humanities in general—and historical studies in
particular—have witnessed major transformations driven by intellectual,
methodological, and technological changes. The emergence of artificial intelligence
(Al) has opened new horizons for researchers and historians in collecting and
analyzing historical sources. As the world enters the digital revolution, the field of
history stands at a new turning point that entails redefining methods of research,
analysis, and documentation.

Artificial intelligence is no longer confined to the applied and engineering
sciences; it has become an effective tool in the humanities and social sciences,
including historical studies. This transformation offers unprecedented opportunities
to reinterpret the past. Yet at the same time, it raises profound epistemological and
ethical challenges that demand discussion, reflection, and critique.

Experts’ opinions about the opportunities and risks of this technology are divided
into two main camps:

First, a group that believes Al improves people’s lives and makes them easier.

Second, another group—specialists in Al applications—expresses deep concern
about the potential negative consequences of on human life. This pessimistic camp
even goes so far as to predict that Al could ultimately lead to a future world war.
Thus, these two prevailing viewpoints reduce the implications of artificial
intelligence to a binary: either the happiness or the destruction of humanity—
without the emergence of a third, more balanced perspective that seeks a
moderate position between the two extremes.

DOl: , ©Authors, 2023, College of Arts, University of Mosul.
This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).
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