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Joseph Il and his internal reforms in Austria 1780-1790
Dr.Basim Kassar Kdhm

Abstract

The current research examines the historical period during the reign of Emperor
Joseph Il of Austria, with specific focus on the most significant internal reforms
he announced during his reign. It sheds light on the enactment of numerous
internal laws and legislations within the Austrian Empire, most notably the
issuance of religious Tolerance Law in 1781. This decree included freedom of
worship to all citizens, resulting in fostering religious tolerance. In addition, the
research explores omitting of feudal privileges previously attained by the
aristocracy class, which led to improving the conditions of the peasantry. Joseph
Il also made education compulsory for everyone, despite of social class or
religion, and established German as the official language for education and
administration throughout the empire. However, his commitment to
modernization created significant opposition and fierce resistance from powerful
forces both within and outside his empire, ultimately leading to the failure to
fully implement his reform program.
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