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Abstract
During the Qara-Khitai period in Kerman (7th to early 8th century AH / 1222—
1303 CE), the region experienced a rich and diverse religious life, characterized
by multiple sects and faiths. The Qara-Khitai rulers adopted a tolerant and open
approach toward different religious communities. After settling in the region,
they recognized religion as a central element for governance and legitimizing
their rule, especially after embracing Islam and seeking recognition from the
Abbasid Caliphate. This policy allowed peaceful coexistence among Muslims
and non-Muslims, as well as among various intellectual and sectarian currents
within Islam.
The diversity of beliefs influenced the city’s institutional structure, leading to
the flourishing of mosques, schools, ribats, and khangahs, supported by
dedicated endowments (waqf). Studying Kerman’s religious life during this
period reveals a unique experience in managing religious diversity and
demonstrates the impact of rulers’ religious policies on social stability and the
development of spiritual and cultural institutions. Historical evidence shows that
Kerman was a space for the coexistence of multiple religions, from ancient
Iranian beliefs to the gradual predominance of Islam as the dominant religious
and political force. Interaction among Islamic, Zoroastrian, and Mazdakite
influences contributed to shaping a culturally and religiously diverse society,
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reflecting the emirate’s evolving religious identity during the Qara-Kbhitai
period.

Keywords: Religious Diversity; Qara-Khitai Dynasty; Religious Policy; Islamic
Sects; Kerman.
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