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Article Information Abstract

/Qrtic!e ;ii;toryl:6 2075 The arrival of Islam in Africa gave Africans the opportunity to learn about
ivi . e ey . . A . .
Revised Oct 11,5025 Arab history and civilization, including security arrangements and how to punish
Accepted Oct, 26, 2025 offenders. However, in African societies further from the East African coast,

Available Online 1, 2026 particularly those living in the west and south of the region, the responsibility for

E?’n‘fé’;dS: punishing perpetrators of crimes rested with the deities represented by the

Punishments, ancestor spirit. The ancestor spirit of a family was responsible for assessing the
Africa behavior of family members and punishing those who wronged them or any other

Correspondence: family member. The ancestor spirit of the deceased clan chief was responsible for

Bashar Akram Jamil any crime committed by members of the clan, whether the crime involved murder,

bashar.aj@uomosul.edu.iq theft, or any other type of assault. As a result, several punishments were imposed,
depending on the crimes prevalent at the time. Anyone who did not fill their
home's water tank was considered to have committed a crime and was required to
accept punishment from the gods. The same applies to the head of the household
who did not put food away at night for the grandfather's spirit, who was punished
with a lack of livelihood and loss in this world. In addition, the areas that revered
the totem had their share of these punishments. All violators in the Zafon tribes
were subject to the punishment of being bitten by the god, the snake, which had to
be appeased after every crime committed by humans by offering a beautiful girl
from the village as a sacrifice. Villages that revered the owl were also subject to a
strict penal code, which entailed bringing bad luck and misfortune upon the
perpetrator of the crime and his family, so that he would always remember that his
crime was a grave mistake and he should not repeat it. The main objective of the
research is to introduce the reader to the steps of sustainable development that the
Islamic community system in Africa was working on by addressing the scourge of
crime and creating deterrent penalties to end this scourge. The research will
address the crimes committed, especially by the members of pagan tribes, which
seriously affected African society to a large extent. Then the research will discuss
the penalties that were created by the elite and tribal chiefs to deter perpetrators of
crimes and prevent them from thinking about harming their citizens in the future.
The research aims to introduce the reader to the transformation that occurred in
African society, especially after the arrival of Islam to the region and the
application of Islamic Sharia law in punishing the offender.
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