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The Problem of the Historical Method in Modern Egyptian Historiography of

the Ayyubid and Mamluk Periods A Critical Study
A.L. Suhad jasim mohammed
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Suhadjasim57@gmail.com

Abstract

This study examines the methodologies of modern Egyptian historians in writing
the history of Egypt during the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods to understand the
development of modern historical consciousness and the reinterpretation of the
medieval past. It addresses the methodological variations among historians in
source selection, source usage, and the balance between narration and analysis,
which led to differing historical interpretations. Using a critical analytical
approach, the study reviews the theoretical framework of the historical method and
traces the development of modern historiography in Egypt in relation to political
and intellectual contexts. It also analyzes historians’ approaches to both the
Ayyubid and Mamluk periods. The study concludes that despite their significant
scholarly value, many writings remained influenced by annalistic narration,
rhetorical elaboration, and weak causal analysis, and it recommends greater
reliance on documents, stronger source criticism, and more advanced analytical
approaches.
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