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Abstract

The research examines the development of Islamic architecture in both Baghdad
and Al-Andalus through a comparative framework of the Abbasid and
Andalusian Umayyad styles¢ as two influential models shaping Islamic
architectural identity. The study analyzes the historical¢ political¢ cultural< and
environmental factors contributing to their distinctiveness.Abbasid architecture
in Baghdad featured massive structures« centralized planning exemplified by the
Round City« extensive use of baked brick¢ thick wallsc domes< mugarnass
pointed arches¢< and stucco and geometric ornamentation—reflecting centralized
institutional power and Eastern architectural grandeur.In contrast¢ Andalusian
Umayyad architecture presented a unique style arising from creative
engagement with the local environment and Roman-Visigothic heritage« evident
in the use of stone< marble< horseshoe arches¢ interior courtyards< arcaded
layouts« and intricate wood and stucco decoration. It also integrated architecture
with gardens and water for climate comfort and visual harmony« blending
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Islamic constancy with Iberian character.The study reveals Islamic architecture
as a non-monolithic system—a product of intellectualc geographical< and
engineering interaction. It maintained symbolic and spiritual constants while
diversifying in functional and aesthetic expressions« serving as an early model
of flexible civilizational governance in managing architectural heritage< and
offering a comparative framework in global architectural history without
compromising its Islamic specificity.
Keywords: Islamic Architecturec Abbasid Stylec Andalusi Umayyad
Avrchitecture« Architectural ldentity« Comparative Heritage Governance.
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