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This research examines the industrial role of the People of the Covenant
(dhimmis) in the Levant, as they were among the indigenous populations, during
the Crusades (491-589 AH/1098-1193 AD). This was a significant historical
period characterized by military, political, and economic conflict, which cast a
shadow over all components of Levantine society, including Christians. The
research seeks to highlight the contribution of the People of the Covenant
(dhimmis), both Christians and Jews, to economic life through their diverse
industrial activities and their role in supporting the economic structure of the
Crusader cities.lIt is worth noting that the research focuses on the most prominent
industries that distinguished the People of the Covenant, such as glassmaking and
olive oil, as well as textiles, tanning, goldsmithing, and others. It also discusses
the factors that facilitated the emergence and development of industry during this
period, as well as the factors that helped the People of the Covenant grow their
industrial activity, including the accumulation of craft expertise and the
availability of raw materials and markets, which contributed significantly to the
development of industries. The research also reveals the nature of the relationship
between the People of the Covenant and the Crusader rulers on the one hand, and
between them and the Muslims on the other, explaining how their participation in
industries contributed to strengthening economic activity despite the wartime

conditions. It also demonstrates that the continued industrial activity of the People
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of the Covenant helped meet the needs of the Crusader emirates for goods and
provided financial resources through taxes and fees. The research concludes that
the industrial contribution of the People of the Covenant was not marginal, but

rather one of the fundamental pillars of the resilience of the Crusader economy.

DOI: 10.33899/radabh.2024.150935.2184, ©Authors, 2023, College of Arts, University of Mosul.

This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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