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The Phenomenon of Burning in Assyrian Military Policy (911-612 BC)
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Abstract:

This research focuses on studying the subject of burning with fire as one of the
methods that the Assyrian kings used in their dealings with other countries, their
inhabitants, and their possessions. This phenomenon was used as a tool to
punish those whom the Assyrian royal texts described as enemies. These texts
are full of textual evidence that indicates the expansion of the kings of Assyria
in implementing this punitive method, whether with the inhabitants of
Mesopotamia or against foreign countries surrounding them and close to them,
and even distant ones such as ancient Egypt. The scope of application of this
type of punishment included cities, people, agricultural crops, and tents. This
research aims to trace this policy in the royal texts of the Neo-Assyrian period
and to show its motives and its political, military, and psychological
consequences for those affected by it.

Keywords: burning, fire, Assyrians, phenomenon, Mesopotamia.
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