ddab Al-Rafidayn , supplement VOL 33, No. 103, 2026/01-02)

Adab Al-Rafidayn

https://ojs.uomosul.edu.ig/index.php/radab

The Fatimid Influence on Urban Development in Egypt (358-567 AH / 968-1171 AD)

Khanzad Sabah Mohialdeen

Department of History\ College of Arts/
University of Salahaddin/ Erbil -Iraq

Article Information

Abstract

Article History:

Received Oct 15, 2025
Revised Nov 14,2025
Accepted Dec 7, 2025
Available Online Feb. 1, 2026

Keywords:
Fatimids,

Urban development,
Egypt

Correspondence:

Khanzad Sabah Mohialdeen
khanzad.mohialdeen@su.edu.kr
d

The history of the Fatimid Caliphate occupies a distinguished position within
the broader framework of Islamic civilization. Scholars have rigorously investigated
its intellectual and cultural dimensions, with particular attention to the period
marking the establishment of the Fatimid state in Egypt and the profound
civilizational transformations that accompanied it. When the Fatimids transferred
their political authority to Egypt in 358 AH / 968 CE, they effected a crucial
transition, moving the country from an era characterized by political turbulence to
one marked by considerable urban and architectural flourishing. This urban
dynamism significantly shaped Egypt’s religious and doctrinal landscape, especially
given the divergence between the Fatimid Isma‘ili creed and that of the majority of
Egyptians, who predominantly adhered to the Maliki and Shafi'T schools of
jurisprudence.Economically, this shift was equally consequential: Egypt had long
suffered from a steady decline attributable to persistent political instability under the
rule of the Tuluinids and, later, the Ikhshidids. The Fatimid renaissance also exerted a
substantial influence on Egypt’s social development. Despite the existing diversity of
religions and ethnic groups within Egyptian society, the Fatimid expansion
introduced new elements—such as North African communities and Berber tribes
who accompanied the Fatimids upon their arrival—further diversifying the social
fabric.The ideological foundations of the newly established Fatimid state left a deep
imprint on urban planning and architectural design throughout Egypt, and most
prominently in Cairo, the capital of their emerging polity. Urban development under
the Fatimids was not merely utilitarian, aimed at meeting the needs of daily life or
constructing state institutions; rather, it served as a deliberate instrument for
projecting and reinforcing the prestige of the Fatimid state, which represented the
Isma‘ili Shi‘i doctrine and positioned itself as a counterpart—and at times a rival—to
the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad (132-656 AH / 750-1258 CE). Consequently, the
Fatimids sought to elevate their capital to a status commensurate with that of
Abbasid Baghdad. This study begins with a prelude that offers a concise overview of
Fatimid history, tracing their emergence from the stage of clandestine missionary
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activity to their consolidation of power in the Maghreb and the proclamation of their
state in 297 AH / 909 CE, in addition to their sustained attempts to extend their
influence into Egypt. The first chapter examines the principal elements of Fatimid
urbanism—such as mosques, palaces, and other architectural and infrastructural
projects—that were initiated following their establishment in Egypt. The second
chapter evaluates the broader impact of this architectural and urban flourishing on
Egypt’s development across religious (doctrinal), political, economic, and social
domains, and assesses its contribution to the trajectory of Egypt’s urban growth. As
is standard in academic research, the study concludes with a presentation of its
principal findings, followed by a comprehensive bibliography of the sources and
references consulted, and an appendix listing the Fatimid caliphs from the
proclamation of their state in the Maghreb to its dissolution in Egypt.

DOI: 10.33899/radah.2024.150935.2184, ©Authors, 2023, College of Arts, University of Mosul.
This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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