ddab Al-Rafidayn , supplement VOL 33, No. 103, 2026/01-02)

Adab Al-Rafidayn

https://ojs.uomosul.edu.ig/index.php/radab

The Hittite Queen and Power in Light of Sustainable Development Concepts

Muhannad Khamis Abdullah
Department of History /College of Arts / University of
Mosul/ Mosul-Iraq

Article Information

Abstract

Article History:

Received Oct <17 2025
Revised Oct 27 .2025
Accepted Nov <16 2025
Available Online Feb 1, 2026

Keywords:

Power

Hittite queen:«

Women's empowerment.

Correspondence:
Muhannad Khamis Abdullah
mohandhk84@uomosul.edu.ig

One of the most prominent civilizations of the ancient Near East was the
Hittite civilization« which witnessed high political and administrative
developmentc and a distinctive royal system that gave women a significant
position in the royal court. In presenting this topic< we wanted to highlight some
aspects that combine ancient history with modern concepts of sustainable
development. The role played by the queen in the Hittite kingdom was considered
an early model for women’s participation in achieving what is called today
sustainable development. Queens contributed to the political« social< and religious
stability of the kingdom:¢ which can be analyzed within the framework of
sustainable development goals« particularly those related to gender equality:
building strong institutions¢ and achieving societal stability. They played a
significant role in the kingdom's public life< particularly in the political and
religious spheres. Politically« they played a major role in the succession to the
throne« while also contributing to the administrative sphere. Some of them
assumed the role of king in special circumstances. Among the most prominent
gueens who exercised this role and had an impact on political« religious: and
social life was Queen Bodhiba« who effectively ruled due to the illness of her
husband« Hattusili 1l1l. She represented an important model for queens exercising
authority. Therefore« our study focused on her role in light of the concepts of
sustainable development. It was found that she contributed to achieving various
aspects of political« social< and cultural developmente particularly in its religious
aspect. She was the high priestess of the country's goddess« thus representing the
foundations of contemporary sustainability principles.
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(%) Bin-Nun, The Tawananna, p. 167-168; Kabatarova, Ugaritc Sal Metamorphoses As Reflection of The Hittite A Dministration and Egyptian in
Fluence in The Late Bronze age In Western Syria (Ankra, 2006), p. 50.
(®) Bin-Nun, The Tawananna, p. 167.
296 U= Adall Aladl allall ()
(") Bin-Nun, The Tawananna, p. 32-33.
(®) Singer, Hittite Prayers, p. 175.
(®) Hout, Tombs,p.74.
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(3 Bin-Nun, the Tawananna, p. 190; Hoffner, Harry A., Aprayer of Murslli Il About his Stepmother in: JAOS, Vol. 103, No. 1, 1983, p. 187-188.
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()Kabatarova, Ugaritc Sal Metamorphoses As Reflection of The Hittite A Dministration and Egyptian in Fluence in The Late Bronze
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(®) Gammaro Sano, op. cit, p. 51, 57.
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Akrugal, The Hittite, p. 101-102.
(®) Beckman, Royal Ideology, p. 537; Alp, Sadat, Hitit Ciinesi,(Ankara ,2002), p. 57
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() Otten, Heinrich, Das Siegel B229 Von Hattusli I1I-Puduhepa , In :(edit) , Van Dn Hout and Johan De Roos, Studio Historiae Ardens, (Istanbul
, 1995), p.246 ; Beckman, Royal Ideology, p. 537, ; Akurugal, The Hittite, p. 102.

(%) Beckman, Royal Ideology, p. 537; Hout, Khattushili III, King of the Hittites” In: (edt), Sasson, Jack M, Civilizations of The Ancient
Near East, Vol. Il, (New York, 1995) , p. 1114.; Brand, Peter J., Ideological Imperative: Irrational Factors in Egyptian- Hittite Relations
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107 Ua 4mdi pradll (%)
163 U Gl Jaadl |l (%)
() Akurugal, The Hittite, p. 101; Kabatarova, op. cit, p. 56
(2014 S50 Gla 5 ) glee) 0.3 (1207-1680) Afisdl ASLaall e laia¥) g il el 2 Jall 2o s Slaeall (7)
A48 o=,
(®) Bryce, The Kingdom, p. 330; Collins, The Hittite, p. 100-101.
() Ibid, p. 330-331; Bryce,trevor, Life and Society in The Hittite World (Oxford, 2002)., p. 27.
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(3 Bryce, The Kingdom, p. 331; Collins, The Hittite, p. 101.
(3 Bin-Nun, The Tawananna, p. 202.
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(M) Giiterbock, H., "Anoutline of Hittite AN.TAH.SUM Festival", JNES, Vol, 19.No,2 1960, p. 80.
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Akurgal, E., The Art of The Hitties, (London, 1962), p. 102.
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(%) Alp, Sedat, Song, Music, and Dance of Hittites: Graper and wines in Anatolia During The Hittite Period, translation: Yaprak Eran, (Ankara,
2000), p. 60-61.

(®Alp, Song p. 61.
(®) Bryce, Life and Society, p. 27;
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(*) Hout, Tomps, p.74
(3 Beckman, Royal Ideology, p. 537.

(3 Otten, , Heinrich , Das Siegel B229 Von Hattus I1I-Puduhepa , In :(edit) , Van Dn Hout and Johan De Roos, Studio Historiae Ardens,
(Istanbul , 1995)
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