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The French Orientalist Claude Cahen (1909-1991) is one of the most prominent
French historians and Orientalists of the twentieth century. His fame stems from the
abundance of his writings, the unique approach he adopted to Islamic history and
its civilizational aspects, and his particular focus on economic and social studies.
This research examines Cahen's observations of the Muslim community's success
in creating sustainability within its economic and social institutions and its ability
to adapt them to the challenges and transformations it faced. We will present an
overview of Cahen's most prominent works in the field of economic and social
history and review the opinions contained therein. The research is divided into three
sections. The first section reviews Claude Cahen's writings in the field of economic
and social studies, their publication venues, and their topics. The second section
deals with his ideas of th on the sustainability of developments in the economic
sphere, focusing on three aspects: Islamic fininace, agriculture, and trade. This
includes discussions of Islamic coinage and the rate of the dinar to the dirham, the
economic shift towards trade and ports in Fatimid Egypt following the Seljuk-
Fatimid conflict, and an examination of Islamic feudalism in comparison to
European feudalism. It explores how Muslim society managed to establish
sustainable development of its resources by managing the evolving dynamics of its
land use. The second section, focusing on the social aspect, examines semi-
autonomous urban structures within cities and how Muslim society created stable
organizations to address its needs when the Islamic state weakened. It also considers
the status and role of minorities within this society. The research concludes with the
key finding that the Orientalist Claude Cahen, through his extensive research,
observed and understood the Muslim society's capacity to adapt to the challenges it
faced, thereby creating sustainable development—a defining characteristic that
distinguished it.
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