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The Impact of Digital Journalism on the Future of Print Newspapers in
Irag: A Study of Reader Trends and Advertising
A.L. Muhammad Mu'in Hamid
University of Kufa — College of Medicine

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the growing impact of digital journalism on
print newspapers in Iraq, focusing on two main dimensions: readers’
orientations and the transformations in the advertising market. The study
employed a descriptive-analytical approach supported by field surveys and
qualitative interviews. The findings revealed that digital journalism has become
the primary source of news for the majority of Iraqis particularly among younger
audiences due to its speed, interactivity, and free accessibility. The study also
indicated that the advertising market is undergoing a major shift toward digital
media, given its ability to provide precise audience targeting and direct
measurement of returns, which has consequently led to a significant decline in
the financial revenues of print newspapers. The research concludes that the
survival of print newspapers depends on their ability to adapt and transform into
a hybrid digital media model that combines the in-depth content of print
journalism with the accessibility and interactivity of online platforms. Finally,
the study presents several practical recommendations for newspapers and media
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institutions, including the establishment of professional digital platforms,
training staff in digital publishing tools, and adopting flexible digital marketing
models.

Keywords: Digital Journalism — Print Newspapers — Iraqi Media — Press
Advertising — Digital Transformation — Reader Behavior — Digital Advertising —
Electronic Media — Traditional Journalism — The Future of Media.
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