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Abstract

The twentieth century witnessed the emergence of new nation-states in lrag and
Iran. King Faisal, who focused on the Arab nation-state, and Reza Shah, who
focused on the old Iranian nation-state, paid considerable attention to cultural and
social modernization, which also included religious reforms. Both King Faisal and
Reza Shah were influenced by Western countries and their rising neighbors in
implementing modernization. This study seeks to examine the similarities and
differences in the religious policies of these two governments, using a descriptive-
analytical approach and a comparative study. According to the findings, religious
policies in both countries were a consequence of cultural and social policies and
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Westernization. There are numerous differences between the religious policies of
King Faisal and Reza Shah in terms of perspectives, the level of action taken, and
the confrontation with religious forces. The most significant similarity in religious
policies in Irag and Iran lies in the substantial decline of the political role of Shiite
authority in governance. In lIran, efforts were made to replace Western cultural
norms with religious elements, the most prominent of which was the unveiling of
the veil. In Irag, religious elements retained their place. However, Reza Shah's
efforts in Iran were not profound and did not bring about a radical change in the
religious situation and beliefs.

Keywords: Iran, Iraq, Reza Shah, King Faisal, King Ghazi, religious policies
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