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This study examines the 1963 trade agreement between Iraq and Italy as a
pivotal moment in the trajectory of bilateral relations and as a crucial framework for
understanding the developmental dimension of that era. The agreement emerged
within a political and economic context characterized by Iraq’s pursuit of
diversifying its trade partners and reinforcing its economic independence, alongside
Italy’s ambition to expand its influence in the Middle East through economic and
cultural cooperation.

The research analyzes the provisions of the agreement and its economic, social,
and cultural dimensions, assessing its contribution to the foundations of sustainable
development through the support of industrial and agricultural sectors, technology
transfer, and the promotion of cultural and educational exchange. By employing a
historical-analytical approach based on official documents, primary sources, and
relevant academic studies, the research seeks to highlight the role of the agreement
in balancing Iraq’s economic objectives with the broader requirements of
comprehensive development.

The study further explores the direct and indirect outcomes of the agreement,
including the stimulation of the Iraqi market, the establishment of joint projects, and
the strengthening of cultural interaction, which constitutes an integral component of
the sustainable development framework. It concludes that the 1963 Iraqi Italian
trade agreement represents an early model of an integrated developmental
partnership, offering insights that remain relevant for reassessing development
trajectories in the contemporary Arab world.
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