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English is the global lingua franca and a vital tool in academia, research, 

business and social life. In most countries, also in Iraq, knowledge of English is 

an entryway to access higher education as well as international opportunities. 

Because of this, English as a Foreign Language (EFL) has been one of the 

main concern in Iraq, particularly in those universities where English is 

intensively taught to cater for the students' academic, research and employment 

needs. Iraq has experienced a series of educational reforms during the last two 

decades aimed at enhancing the teaching of EFL. EFL Prior to 2003, the EFL 

curriculum was predominantly grammar translation, memorization and 

repetition; by 2010 students had low communicative proficiency. Reforms after 

2003 focused on the communicative approach, integrated listening, speaking 

reading and writing skills and also introduced innovative methodologies to 

boost English usage in practice. The current curriculum goals are geared 

toward improving students’ competence to face global challenges, develop 

critical thinking abilities, and encourage the use of technology in language 

acquisition.Despite these efforts, challenges persist. Many students are still 

poor in English proficiency, particularly in speaking and writing. The 

development of a strong language identity is one thing that needs to be 

overcome in this context; namely, the achievement of a positive image about 

oneself as an English user. Identity construction is important for language 

learning (Norton, 2013): learners who construct positive relationships with a 

language are more motivated, involved and successful. Iraqi students’ identity 

In Iraq, EFL students’ identity is affected by a number of factors: language 

policies in educational institutions classroom activities teachers the ways they 

conduct code-switching), peers and social attitudes towards English.  

Although EFL policy initiatives in Iraq aim to raise students’ proficiency levels 

and promote national competitiveness, the gap between goals and practice 

remains wide. Students, especially, often think the curriculum is outmoded, 

teachers are inadequately trained and learning conditions are unfriendly. Filling 

these gaps will help learners become confident and competent users of 

English. 

Family attitudes toward English, societal impression and attitudes in society 

about significance of making use English language for students may not have 

realistic interaction with real sensory oratory experiences that would help 

student to be engaged when interacting with real life speech and their self-

efficacy. The impact of EFL policy on identity issue has not been sufficiently 

addressed in the literature as most studies have concentrated on isolated skills, 

like writing or reading, without considering the overall enrollments’ linguistic 

identities.  
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