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The Image of the Islamic East in Light of the Book Al-Bidaya wa'l-Nihaya by Ibn Kathir
Assistant Professor Dr. Umaima Qasim Yahya
University of Information and Communication Technology
Biomedical Informatics College

Abstract:

This research provides an analytical study of the historian Ibn Kathir's
geographical, political, and military perceptions of the Islamic East through his
historical encyclopedia "Al-Bidaya wa'l-Nihaya" (The Beginning and the End).
It focuses on defining the concept of "the East" and its geographical scope and
administrative divisions, while highlighting Ibn Kathir's critical methodology
and his diverse sources, and how he drew an image of the Islamic East that goes
beyond mere geographical description to include political, military, doctrinal,
civilizational, and social dimensions, monitoring the complex political
interactions and internal conflicts of the powers that emerged there among
themselves and with the center of the Caliphate, the major invasions that took
place in the Islamic East, and the tribulations that it went through.

Keywords: Ibn Kathir, Al-Bidaya wa'l-Nihaya, Islamic East, Abbasid era.
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