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The biography of the Rightly Guided Caliphs is replete with numerous vivid
examples that contributed to the development of society and the achievement of
sustainable development in religious, scientific, political, social, and economic
fields. In the economic fieldfg, the profound and tangible impact of the Caliphs is
evident in their efforts to realize sustainable development aimed at establishing a
more prosperous and inclusive Islamic society.

To explore the relationship between sustainable development and the Islamic
economy during the early Islamic era—specifically the period of the Rightly
Guided Caliphate—and in conjunction with the Eleventh International
Conference entitled “Human and Social Studies in the Age of Artificial
Intelligence: Towards Achieving the Goals of Sustainable Development,”
organized by the College of Arts at the University of Mosul, this study was
conducted under the title “Sustainable Development in the Economic Thought of
the Rightly Guided Caliphs.

The research is divided into an introduction, two sections, and a conclusion.
The first section, entitled “Sustainable Development through Equitable
Distribution of Wealth during the Rashidun Era,” highlights the concept of
sustainable development in the economic thought of the Caliphs through the just
distribution of spoils, land, and state resources among all social components,
ensuring the rights of the poor and the needy, and providing a dignified economic
life for all members of society—free from class disparity and the concentration
of wealth among the rich.

The second section, entitled “Achieving Sustainable Development through the
Revenues of the Rashidun State,” examines the state revenues during that period
and their role in promoting sustainable development through the economic vision
of the Caliphs regarding key sources such as zakat (almsgiving), kharaj (land
tax), and jizya (tribute). The conclusion presents the main findings and results
reached by the study.

In conclusion, we pray that Almighty Allah grants success to the organizers of
this blessed conference and that it achieves its goals in promoting sustainable
development through its themes and the scholarly contributions presented by
researchers in this field.

———————————————————— , ©Authors, 2023, College of Arts, University of Mosul.
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