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Manifestations of Cultural Heritage in the Title Threshold An Analytical
Study of Contemporary Iraq poetry
D. A A li kteeb Dkeen
Department of Arabic language Gollege of educationSawa university

Abstract

This study examines a pivotal issue in modern and contemporary literary
studies, namely the paratext, which plays a significant role in decoding the text
prior to engaging with its internal structure. Although the paratext encompasses
multiple forms of texts surrounding the main text—each contributing effectively
to revealing the rhetorical framework that encloses it—this research confines its
focus to the most prominent paratextual element in critical discourse, namely the
title, and the crucial role it plays in illuminating the structure of the text it
precedes. Accordingly, the study investigates the employment of heritage in its
various manifestations and the influential connotations it carries in reinforcing
the semantic and structural construction of the text at the level of the title.
Contemporary Iragi poetry is adopted as the applied field of this research.
Through examining contemporary Iraqi poetic production, the study reveals that
the meanings of many poetic texts are disclosed through the paratextual
threshold that precedes them from the very first encounter. This threshold
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contributes to establishing a communicative structure between the title and the
poetic body, rendering the text accessible to the reader prior to full immersion.
The study identifies several patterns of heritage utilization at the level of the
title, categorized according to the nature of their presence within the poetic texts.
Qur’anic heritage occupies the most prominent position within the title
threshold, followed by mythological and historical heritage, which often
intersect in meaning and conceptualization, forming a noticeable phenomenon in
numerous poetic texts. In addition, literary heritage plays a vital role in
enriching many poetic texts, as titles that reference literary heritage function as
influential connotative markers within the overall structure of poetic
discourse.
Keywords: Textual thresholds, Title, Heritage, Iraqi Poetry
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