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The Islamic religion encouraged knowledge and learning The first verses of the
Holy Qur'an urged the pursuit of knowledge, such as the saying of Allah the
Almighty: "Read in the name of your Lord who created” (Qur'an 96:1). Our
Messenger (¥) was keen on learning, teaching, and seeking knowledge, saying:
"Whoever goes forth in seeking knowledge is in the way of Allah" and "Whoever
follows a path in search of knowledge, Allah will make easy for him a path to
Paradise.”

This was the beginning of the educational movement in the Islamic era, leading
to the emergence of circles of knowledge and literature in the Mosques, which served
as universities during the first three centuries of the Hijra. The most prominent of
these were the Prophet's Mosque in Medina, the Grand Mosque in Mecca, and the
Mosques of Kufa and Basra, and the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, among others.

Alongside these were the gatherings of the Caliphs and the homes of scholars,
where religious and linguistic sciences were discussed and studied, contributing to
the development of science and knowledge.

Then came the fourth Hijri century, which witnessed the emergence of specialized
institutions for teaching, including the Nizamiyya School, named after Nizam al-
Mulk, the vizier of Sultan Malik Shah. It was dedicated to teaching various sciences
to scholars, providing them with accommodation and books, and supported by
numerous endowments (awqaf). This marked the beginning of the appearance of
schools and ushered in a new era for the education system in the Abbasid era when
the state took charge of establishing the Mustansiriya School.

The Mustansiriya School is considered one of the most prominent scientific and
cultural landmarks in Islamic history. It was established in Baghdad, the capital of
the Abbasid state, in 631 AH / 1233 AD by the Caliph Al-Mustansir Billah. It was
not just a traditional educational institution, but a progressive educational institution
reflecting developmental concepts ahead of its time. It combined religious and secular
sciences, such as medicine, mathematics, astronomy, literature, and jurisprudence,
which made it an early model for the idea of sustainable development through
education and knowledge.

Hence, the importance of the research titled "The Mustansiriya School in the
Abbasid Era: A Model for Sustainable Development" comes to light, linking a study
of the Mustansiriya School with its relationship to the modern concept of sustainable
development.

The Mustansiriya School embodied an early model for achieving sustainable
development through the continuity of its work until the present day via the
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establishment of the Al-Mustansiriya University with its multiple colleges as an
educational model affiliated with the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research. It brought together many scientific and humanitarian specializations and
made knowledge accessible to various segments of society, contributing to the
dissemination of science and knowledge and the promotion of intellectual
coexistence, in line with the goals of sustainable development which emphasized
thought, science, architecture, and social justice, making it a historical example of the
integration between human heritage and modern sustainable development goals.
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