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Article History: In the last two decades, studies and research have emerged addressing the
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Revised Jan 08 2026 practices of authorities in destroying books, or the burying, burning, or washing
Accepted Jan, 12, 2026 away of works by some authors. These studies have generally reviewed these
A"a"ab:je_o""”e Feb. 1, 2026 practices without specifying a geographical or political division. This research,
Eﬁiﬁﬁiuf;n however, examines cases of book destruction within the geographical context of
Books, Mosul during the Abbasid era, regardless of the various states that ruled Mosul
\’)"VZfE'S during that period. Considering the number and abundance of works by Mosul
Sustainable development, scholars, the destruction of books by Mosul scholars is not a widespread
Abbasid era phenomenon, but rather a series of isolated incidents documented by biographers
Correspondence and chroniclers, who often do not provide details about book destruction in general.
Maha Saeed Hameed . . . . .
mahasa, eed2@uo The aim of this research is to document instances of book destruction by Mosul
mosal.edu.ig scholars during the Abbasid era, whether perpetrated by the authors themselves or

by the authorities, through burying, washing, tearing, or burning. The destruction
of books poses a challenge to sustainable development because it wastes
educational and cultural resources, and this research explores ways to ensure their
preservation .

The importance of this research lies in studying the cases of book destruction
by Mosul scholars, both within the city and elsewhere, during the Abbasid era, and
understanding the reasons for and consequences of this destruction. This
demonstrates the city's prominent position in the cultural sphere, particularly in the
classification of books, their size, quality, and influence on the intellectual
landscape. The analytical and critical approach to historical texts was adopted. One
of the difficulties the researcher faced was the scarcity of scholarly material and
texts in historical sources, which are almost nonexistent. The research is divided
into an introduction and three paragraphs. The first paragraph discusses the motives
behind the destruction of books by Mosul scholars, both within the city and
elsewhere. The second paragraph addresses methods of book destruction in Islamic
heritage in general, providing examples of the destruction of books by Mosul
scholars. The third paragraph explores how to preserve destroyed books. The
conclusion summarizes the most significant findings and recommendations of the

744


https://ojs.uomosul.edu.iq/index.php/radab
https://orcid.org/

ddad Al-Rafidayn , supplement VOL 33, No. 103, 2026/0]-0.2)

research, most notably that the phenomenon of book destruction in Islamic history
began with the development of documentation in various sciences and continued
into subsequent eras, albeit with variations in its causes and methods. Furthermore,
many books of Islamic heritage have been lost due to both deliberate and
unintentional destruction. This phenomenon was not widespread but rather
characterized by a scarcity of information and a dearth of historical sources .

DO ] e —— , ©Authors, 2023, College of Arts, University of Mosul.
This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).
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