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The Legal Basis of the Principle of Administrative Transparency in Functional
Confidentiality and its Role in Establishing the Citizen's Right to Access
Information
Ishraq Abdul-Basit Ahmed Hussein
ishrag.a.ahmed@uosamarra.edu.iq
College of Islamic Sciences / Department of Islamic Creed
Research Abstract
The research addresses the topic of the balance between administrative
transparency and functional secrecy in light of citizens' right to access information,
emphasizing the importance of transparency as a fundamental pillar of good
governance and its role in enhancing accountability and public participation. This
is considered alongside the necessity of functional secrecy to protect the public
interest, national security, and individual privacy. The study aims to examine the
legal and conceptual frameworks of both transparency and secrecy, and to analyze
the cases of conflict and integration between them, focusing on their direct impact
on citizens’ exercise of the right to information.The research concludes that
achieving a balance between transparency and secrecy requires the establishment
of precise legal and administrative standards, including the classification of
information, partial disclosure when necessary, and the application of the
proportionality principle between the public interest and the citizen's right to access
information. The study also recommends the development of legislation, the
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creation of oversight mechanisms, and the promotion of institutional culture to
ensure the implementation of transparency without compromising functional
secrecy. Overall, the research demonstrates that maintaining this balance forms a
foundation for the effective exercise of civil rights, while enhancing good
governance and fostering trust between the administration and citizens.

Keywords: Administrative transparency, Functional secrecy, Right to access

information, Good governance, Accountability, Data protection, Public interest.
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