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Abstract 

The Role of the Philosophical Movement in Healing Societal Fractures in 
the Second Half of the 1970s in Tunisia

Khaled Bahri

During the second half of the 197complex political, social, and educational crises. Nonetheless, the Tuni-
sian society at that period was unified thanks to the cohesion of its social 
fabric, the vitality of its cultural life, the solidity of its civic education, its 
deeply entrenched nationalsense of identity, and its elites’ commitment to 
the demands of democracy and citizenship. Tunisia’s civil organizations, 
especially the Tunisian General Labor Union,contributed to overcoming 
these crises which oftentimes threatened to unsettle national cohesion and 
disturb social peace. By assuming the role of active mediators between the 
government and the citizens, the different bodies that constituted the civil 
society in Tunisia helped prevent social violence and chaos. This article 
aims then to show how the philosophical movement, active in Tunisia at 
that time, had a significant impact in healing societal fractures, strengthen-
ing citizens’ confidence, preserving cohesion among Tunisians, defending 
the idea of the rule of law and institutions, and the inevitability of social 
dialogue to preserve the national interests. 

Keywords: crises, identity, social Ladder, arabization, philosophical move-
ment, social and civic dialogues. 


