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constrain progress. The study underscores
the urgency of integrated population and
development policies, particularly in edu-
cation, health, and employment, to trans-
form Iraqs demographic momentum into
a driver of sustainable development rather
than a missed opportunity.

Keywords: Demographic Dividend, Fertil-
ity, Youth, Labor Market, Iraq, Unemploy-
ment, Gender Gap.
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Abstract:

This study reviews Iraqs demographic
transition between Y44V and Y-¢¢, focus-
ing on population size, age structure, and
fertility trends, based on national census
data and official projections. It examines
Irag’s entry into the demographic window
of opportunity through data from the Min-
istry of Planning and international sourc-
es, highlighting the increasing share of the
working-age population relative to depen-
dents. Although fertility has gradually de-
clined, the total fertility rate remains above
replacement level, sustaining natural popu-
lation growth.

The findings indicate that Iraq has entered
the early phase of this window, yet full
economic gains are uncertain due to struc-
tural barriers such as high youth unem-
ployment, limited female labor force par-
ticipation, institutional inefficiencies, and
mismatches between educational outputs
and labor market demands. Regional dis-

parities and a weak private sector further
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