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The role of Iran’s missile force

in changing the dynamics of the 12-day war
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Abstract:

This research provides an in-depth analysis
of the role of Iran’s missile force in reshap-
ing the dynamics of the 12-day war be-
tween Iran and Israel in June 2015, which
represented a strategic turning point in the
regional conflict in the Middle East. This is
due to its advanced arsenal, which includes
ballistic and hypersonic missiles, such as.
With the Fateh-1 and Khaibar missiles,
Iran successfully challenged Israeli techno-
logical superiority, bypassing advanced air
defense systems such as the Iron Dome and
Arrow. During Operation True Promise 3,
Iran launched over 550 ballistic missiles
and 1,000 drones, achieving a 16% pene-
tration rate in recent days, leading to. The
attacks damaged vital infrastructure, such
as air bases in Nevatim and Tel Nof, and
an oil refinery in Haifa, destroying 32,975
properties, displacing 15,000 citizens, and
causing casualties including 28 deaths and
more than 3,200 injuries. These attacks re-
sulted in $12 billion in economic losses for
Israel, with daily costs for military opera-
tions and defense reaching $725 million.
This led to a reduction in Israel’s economic
growth forecast from 4.3% to 3.6%, and an
increase in the fiscal deficit. Politically, the
war strengthened internal unity in Iran, as
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conflict to rally nationalist sentiment, rein-
forcing Iran’s image as a regional deterrent
power. Diplomatically, Iran successfully
leveraged Qatari and Omani mediation to
pressure the United States into a ceasefire,
thereby strengthening its position in the
nuclear negotiations and securing more
favorable terms. The war also reshaped
regional alliances, with the “axis of resis-
tance,” despite its relative weakness, sup-
porting Iranian attacks through Hezbollah
and the Houthis, who launched missiles
and drones to increase pressure on Israel.
The research examines the development of
Iran’s missile capabilities since the 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution, overcoming internation-
al sanctions to become an effective deter-
rent. It also reveals the challenges Israel has
faced, including the depletion of its mis-
sile defense stockpile and rising econom-
ic costs. The social repercussions include
widespread panic and exacerbated inter-
nal tensions. Through a comprehensive
analysis supported by scholarly sources,
the research highlights how Iran’s missile
capabilities have contributed to reshaping
the regional balance of power and raises
questions about the future of conflicts in
the region.

Keywords: Iranian missile power, 12-day
war, regional deterrence, Israel, strategic

balance.
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