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The Impact of Feminist Movements in Eastern Europe During the Interwar
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Dr. Ayad Khorsheed Mohammed
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Abstract:

This research demonstrates that feminist movements in Eastern Europe during
the interwar period were a product of profound political, social, and economic
transformations that followed the collapse of empires and the emergence of new
nation-states. This allowed women to participate in work, education, and media,
and contributed to the development of a growing feminist consciousness
demanding civil and political rights. Feminist organizations played a pivotal role
in lobbying for legislative reforms, particularly those related to voting rights,
employment, education, and personal status. They also contributed to shaping a
new cultural discourse that redefined the role of women in society and
broadened the concept of citizenship to encompass political, social, and
economic dimensions. The study shows that the impact of feminism was not
limited to the local level, but was strengthened through interaction with global
feminist movements that provided organizational and intellectual support. This
solidified feminism's presence as an active social force that contributed to
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changing traditional cultural structures and paved the way for a deeper feminist
renaissance after World War I1I.

Keywords: Feminism in Eastern Europe, social transformations, civil rights,
feminist legislation, political participation
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