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AL-Mosul in the Memorandums of foreign travelers during

the Ottoman rule
By: Dr. Sameer Abdul Rasoul Al Obeidi /Al-Mustansyriah University

Al-Mostansiriyah center for Arab and international studies

Abstract

The location of Mosul has been very important in the history of the city because it
has made it a commercial and cultural center, since its establishment so far, it is like
Baghdad, Basra, Aleppo and Damascus is located on the famous Silk Road, both land
and sea, has flourished as Baghdad in ancient times, and suffered from the devastation
of all cities Middle East after the fall of the Abbasid state in 1258 ..

The author focused on the conditions of the city of Mosul during the Ottoman period
between 1534 and 1918. He visited dozens of travelers from Ravelf, who traveled to the
city in 1556, Tavarnier 1791, Jackson 1797, Niraza Abu Talib 1864, 1889 and Wickram
1898, Major Sun 1909, and others, the travelers in their memoirs and observations have
left us a lot of public and personal impressions telling us about the conditions of the city
of Mosul and its countryside.

Dr. Suhail Qasha studied the city of Mosul in terms of administrative, cultural, social
and economic aspects during this period of the ancient history of Mosul through the
translated or non-translated memoirs. The author of the book was able to view these
memoirs and based on more than 20 travelers who visited Iraq And visited the city of
Mosul in close or spaced intervals, it is a fascinating book about this ancient city in
which the author dealt with all large and small scientific sense.

The first part (pp. 9-73) consists of five sections dealing in succession with the system
of government and administration (pp. 25-35) and the social life (pp. 35-44), where the
author dealt with social life, population statistics and population traditions and traditions.
(Pp. 44-54). The author dealt with the patterns of agriculture, industry, commerce, and
the urban situation (pp. 58-73) through the walls and fortresses that were used and the
role Palaces, taverns, markets and bathrooms.

The second part (p. 75-150) included the text of the voyage of the French traveler Henry
Bendier (a trip to Kurdistan in Mesopotamia, which visited Mosul for the period (8-

15/10/1885) with a number of companions, and this text extract (pp. The book concludes
with the third section (p. 151-174) on "Mosul in 1924", which ends with the talk of the
Old City, linking the past and the recent past with the style of the city of Mosul and its
social, economic and intellectual life. Is not without emotional soul; we will present the
book by virtue of its historical importance and its encyclopedic nature.
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