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tion and exploitation. Findings reveal that
the region has become a new competitive
arena for energy, with a clear gap between
early-investing states and others hindered
by political and security challenges, along-
side the influential presence of the United
States, the European Union, and Russia.
The research recommends enhancing the
Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum into
a more binding institutional framework,
using gas-related projects as instruments
for de-escalation and conflict resolution,
developing national energy strategies for
lagging states, and directing gas revenues
toward sustainable development and envi-
ronmental mitigation.

Keywords: Eastern Mediterranean, natural
gas, geo-economic competition, maritime
boundary delimitation, Eastern Mediterra-
nean Gas Forum, energy security, regional

cooperation.
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Ai)stract

This research examines the geo-economic
competition over natural gas resources in
the Eastern Mediterranean and explores
how major gas discoveries have reshaped
the region’s strategic position within the
global energy security landscape. The study
addresses a central question: How does this
competition affect the prospects for sus-
tainable regional cooperation and the roles
of international actors in shaping the choic-
es of the littoral states? To answer this, the
research analyzes the geo-economic geog-
raphy of Eastern Mediterranean gas, mar-
itime boundary delimitation agreements
under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and the im-
pact of armed conflicts and domestic and
regional instability on the investment envi-
ronment. The study adopts a multi-method
approach combining descriptive-analytical
methodology, geo-economic analysis, and
comparative assessment of the experiences

of Eastern Mediterranean states in explora-
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