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This study aims to explore the mechanisms for applying and sustaining green
library standards in the libraries of Al-Mustansiriyah University colleges and their
branches, within the framework of higher education institutions’ pursuit of
sustainable development. The research adopted a descriptive-analytical method
supported by a field survey covering the main axes of sustainable infrastructure,
smart systems for energy and water management, digital services, environmental
policies, and training and awareness programs.The results revealed that the overall
level of applying green library standards falls within the category of “Good —
Very Good (71%)”. The highest indicators were recorded in fire extinguishers
availability (Mean = 4.56, 91%), digital cataloging systems (Mean = 4.16, 83%),
and electronic services as alternatives to paper (Mean = 4.05, 81%). In contrast,
weaker performance was observed in the use of renewable energy sources (Mean
= 2.51, 50%), water-saving systems (Mean = 2.77, 55%), and establishing
specialized green library units (Mean = 2.79, 56%).The study concludes that
libraries at Al-Mustansiriyah University possess a solid foundation for
implementing green library standards. However, enhancing sustainability requires:
improving infrastructure (thermal and acoustic insulation, green spaces), adopting
renewable energy technologies and smart systems, and developing clear
institutional policies supported by budgets and specialized training programs. The
research emphasizes that establishing sustainable green academic libraries is not
an optional initiative but a strategic necessity that strengthens the university’s
environmental identity and academic standing.
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