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The linguistic convergence
between the two grammar schools of the Karaites
and the Samaritans - Comparative study in
Manuscripts
By: Dr. Nihad Hassan Haji / Waist University
Abstract

The Karaites who gave prominent grammarians such as Abu Al-
Farag Hartin b. al-Farag (11" century) who wrote numerous works
both in Hebrew and Arabic along with quotes from the Holy
Scriptures Regarding the Samaritans, the first grammarian to lay
down the most important precise and methodological description
of Hebrew Samaritan language was Shams Al-Hukama, Abu Ishaq
Ibrahim Ibn Farag Ibn Mariit, author of Kitab at-tawtiya fi nahu
al-luga al-ibraniyya (12" century). Since Iam mainly concerned
with this Samaritan work, we consider that the author of this
pioneer grammatical work was quite familiar with the efforts and
achievements of his predecessors in both Hebrew and Arabic the
field of descriptive and normative grammar.

The influence of Karaite writings Al-Kitab Al-kafi fi Al-luga Al-
Ibraniyya by Abu Al-Farag Hartin Ibn al-Farag To show clearly the
influence of this work on Ibn Marat, I will list the similar terms
shared by both Al-Kitab Al-kafi Abu Al-Farag and Kitab at-tawtiya
of Ibn Martt. In the footnotes I trace back some of those terms to their
original sources known before Al-Kitab al-kaft with the intention
to allow for the reasonable possibility of having come down to Ibn
Mariit through other channel than the work of the Karaite Abu Al-
Farag Hariin.
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