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Syria and peace Negotiations with Israel Between the Ebb and Flow
of Regional Agreements (1992 - 2000)
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Abstract :

During the period (1992-2000) , Syri-
an policy was characterized by its focus on
the recovery of the occupied Golan Heights
from Israel as part of any peace settlement,
while maintaining a strict negotiating po-
sition. Syria participated in multilateral
peace negotiations , focusing more on bi-
lateral negotiations, especially after the
Madrid Peace Conference that began in
1991. It emphasized international legiti-
macy as the basis for a solution, based on
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338
, as well as the principle of land for peace
, rejecting any concessions before ensur-
ing a complete Israeli withdrawal from the
Golan. The Syrian government also linked
the Golan issue with the Lebanese issue,
considering that any agreement with Israel
must include both sides , and not main-
tain any open front against it , in order to
strengthen its negotiating position. Syria
also rejected unilateral peace, particularly
the 1993 Oslo Accords, which were secretly
signed by the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation (PLO). Syria considered the agree-
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Israel’s control over the shores of Lake Ti-
berias, a non-negotiable condition for Syr-
ia. Syria also strengthened its attachment
to Hezbollah in Lebanon as a pressure card
against Israel , and thus shifted from the
option of negotiation to the option of re-
sistance.

Key words : Palestine , Syria , Israel.
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ment a betrayal of the Palestinian cause be-
cause it failed to achieve the right of return
or an independent state with Jerusalem as
its capital. Syria believed that a Palestinian
signature would weaken the Arab negoti-
ating position, as Israel would direct its ef-
forts to impose similar conditions on Syria
and Lebanon. Syria feared that Palestinian
normalization would lead to international
pressure on Damascus to accept an un-
balanced peace. Therefore, Syria increased
its support for the Palestinian opposition,
including Hamas, to counter the repercus-
sions of Oslo. Regarding the 1994 Wadi
Araba Agreement , which Jordan signed
with Israel , Syria criticized the agreement
for ignoring the Syrian issue , particularly
since Jordan signed it without prior coor-
dination with Damascus. Furthermore ,
Jordanian normalization legitimized the
Israeli occupation without guarantees of
its withdrawal from the Golan Heights.
Conversely, Syria strengthened its alliances
with Lebanon and Iran to counter the iso-
lation resulting from the unilateral peace.
The year 1998 witnessed tensions between
Syria and Turkey, due to Syrias support
for the Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK).
Turkey threatened to invade Syria in 1998,
forcing Syria to negotiate. Syria showed
tactical flexibility when its national inter-
ests were threatened, unlike its firmness on
the Golan Heights issue. From another per-
spective, the bilateral Geneva negotiations
in 2000 failed due to Israeli Prime Minister

Ehud Barak’s insistence on relinquishing
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