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Abstract:

Between 1815 and 1870, the Italian states underwent profound trans-
formations that paved the way for the unification of Italy under a single
national government after centuries of political fragmentation. Following
the Congress of Vienna in 1815, the Italian Peninsula was placed under
foreign domination, most notably by the Austrian Empire, which extended
its control over the northern regions, while the remaining states remained
under conservative monarchical and feudal systems such as the Kingdom
of Sardinia, the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and the Papal States. These
conditions fostered the growth of national consciousness and a strong desire
for liberation from foreign control and the establishment of a unified state.

Economically, the period was marked by an imbalance between the indus-
trially advanced North and the agriculturally backward South. The northern
regions, especially Piedmont and Lombardy, experienced the early stages
of industrialization thanks to investments in infrastructure and trade, while
the South continued to suffer from poverty, unemployment, and a heavy
reliance on traditional agriculture. The economic reforms led by Cavour
in the Kingdom of Sardinia played a significant role in laying the founda-
tion for gradual economic unification following the political unification in
1861. Politically, the period was characterized by numerous revolutions and
uprisings, most notably those of 1820-1821 and 1848, which reflected the
growing liberal and nationalist movements opposing authoritarian regimes.
Key figures in the unification movement included Giuseppe Mazzini, who
spread nationalist ideas; Count Cavour, who led diplomatic efforts; and Gi-
useppe Garibaldi, who transformed nationalist ideals into military action in
the South. These collective efforts culminated in the proclamation of the
Kingdom of Italy in 1861, followed by the annexation of Rome in 1870,

which became the new capital.
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Keywords: Italian Unification — Congress of Vienna — Cavour — Garibal-
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the Two Sicilies — National Consciousness — Italian Economy.
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