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Abstract:

The relationship between King al-Adil and the sons of Sultan Saladin
has been described as one based on political interests and the restoration
of rights. After Saladin’s death, King al-Adil found that his share of the
Ayyubid inheritance was disproportionate to the significant role he had
played in serving the state alongside his brother Saladin. King al-Adil
worked hard to secure this right and unify the state under his rule, as the
legitimate heir to the throne. He exploited King al-Adil’s appeal to King
al-Afdal for help against his brother, King al-Aziz. He also found in King
al-Afdal’s poor policy an opportune moment to interfere in the affairs
of his nephews. King al-Adil was known for his courage, cunning, and
shrewdness, and began sowing the seeds of division and discord among
his nephews, on the one hand, and between his nephews and their emirs,
the Saladins and Asadis, on the other. This was to achieve his goals,
which included controlling all of his nephews’ possessions and unifying

the Ayyubid state under his rule.

Keywords: Relationship, King al-Aziz, King al-Adil, Saladin.
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