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Research Summary:

This study is concerned with examining

vocalic disharmony between short vow-
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els within morphological patterns and the
resulting phonetic heaviness or aversion
caused by the articulatory effort exerted by
the speaker during pronunciation. Vocalic
disharmony is considered a relative phe-
nomenon that varies according to speak-
ers, their dialects, and their habitual speech
practices. The degree of phonetic heaviness
differs depending on the type of consonant
intervening between the two vowels.

This phenomenon is particularly evident in
Arabic when nouns and verbs are attached
to pronouns such as the third-person sin-
gular suffix -hu (h@’ al-gh@’ib) and the
second-person suffix -ka (kaf al-khitﬁb),
where speakers encounter vowel disharmo-
ny. The language tends toward vowel varia-
tion in order to achieve phonetic harmony
and economy of articulatory effort, a ten-
dency that is especially frequent in Arabic.
Accordingly, this study is entitled Vocalic
Disharmony between Short Vowels. The
speaker mitigates disharmony between
short vowels through three principal pro-
cesses: assimilation and dissimilation, dele-
tion, and vowel reduction (sukln).

Introductory Words (dislike - heaviness -

difficulty - disagreement)
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