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The separating alif after the waw, Between the uses and opinions of scholars
and grammarians
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Abstract

One of the characteristics of Arabic writing is that each of its letters has multiple
uses in various sentences and structures, especially the letter alif, which is the first
letter of the Arabic alphabet and has a prominent influence on the construction
and morphology of words. It has many types and functions; among them is the
alif of definition, femininity, connection, separation, and self; and among them is
also the alif of distinction, so despite what is common in the use of the alif of
distinction, after the waw of the plural, attached to the verb exclusively, to
differentiate between the waw of the plural, and the waw of the root of the verb,
such as: (fa‘alt, yaf'ald, if"ali)); However, it came with nouns, in usage as well,
and after the two waw letters of the plural and singular, and it has been mentioned
omitted, in many places in the Qur’an; in addition to the multiplicity of its name,
and the difference of scholars and grammarians regarding it; therefore, one of the
tasks of this research is to shed light on all of that; in a comprehensive, inclusive,
and concise manner.
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