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Abstract:

This research explores the methodology of grammarians in dealing with
particles and tools in terms of whether they are operative or non-operative.
It does so by presenting the views of classical and modern grammar schol-
ars and analyzing the reasons that led them to consider some particles as
having grammatical effect in a sentence while disregarding others.

The study begins by defining particles and tools, clarifying that they are
fundamental elements in constructing Arabic syntactic structures and play
a functional role in determining meanings and the relationships between
words.

It then moves on to explain the concept of operativeness, which refers
to a particle having a grammatical impact such as causing the accusative,
genitive, or jussive case. In contrast, non-operativeness means that the par-
ticle does not produce an apparent grammatical effect, despite influencing
the meaning.

The study presents examples of always-operative particles like “inna”
and “anna”, and others that are sometimes non-operative like “lakin” and
the negative “la” used for gender (i.e., “la” of gender negation), as well
as particles that are mostly non-operative like the redundant “ma”. It also
addresses cases where grammarians disagree on whether a particle is oper-
ative or not.

The research discusses the reasons upon which grammarians based these
judgments, including analogy, oral transmission (sama’), semantic inter-
pretation, and poetic necessity. It highlights the grammatical disputes that
have arisen as a result and demonstrates the flexibility of Arabic grammar

in accommodating such variations.
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