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the pre-Islamic talal motif from a new perspective, namely through
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Abstract:

This research aims to study the pre-Islamic
talal motif from a new perspective, namely
through analyzing the poetics of absence
in the poetry of Imru’ al-Qays, drawing
on concepts from Reception Theory such
as the horizon of expectations, the implied
reader, and textual gaps. At its deeper level,
the talal is not merely a physical trace of
a vanished place or a severed relationship;
rather, it is a poetic space founded on ab-
sence as an alternative presence—one that
provokes the reader and invites them to re-
construct meaning.

The study is divided into three main sec-
tions: the first addresses the theoretical
framework of the talal in pre-Islamic po-
etry, the second focuses on the foundations
of Reception Theory, and the third applies
these concepts to examine patterns of ab-
sence in the talal of Imru’ al-Qays.

The research concludes that absence in the
falal is not simply loss, but rather an aes-
thetic force that stimulates reception and
keeps the text open to multiple interpretive
possibilities, thereby reinforcing the rele-
vance of pre-Islamic poetry and its capacity
for reinterpretation within modern critical
approaches.

Keywords: Pre-Islamic Poetry - Imru’
al-Qays - Talal (Ruins Motif) — Absence
- Reception Theory - Horizon of Expec-

tations
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