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Abstract

Criminal policy encompasses a set of legal and institutional measures adopted by the state to prevent
and suppress criminal behavior, with the overarching objective of preserving social order and
protecting the legal interests of society. It reflects the legislator’s systematic approach to developing
the substantive and procedural norms that constitute criminal law. At the international level, criminal
policy plays a crucial role in addressing crimes that gravely violate fundamental human rights, such as
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. Ensuring the protection of these rights
necessitates the suppression of such crimes through coherent and enforceable legal mechanisms.

This study explores the conceptual foundations of criminal policy and distinguishes between its
domestic and international dimensions. It examines the varying scopes of application and the
institutional actors involved in shaping and implementing criminal policy at both levels. A central
question arises: does international criminal policy possess the same binding force as its domestic
counterpart? The existence and functioning of international criminal tribunals and courts underscore
the emergence of a distinct international criminal policy aimed at advancing accountability and the
rule of law on a global scale.
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