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Abstract

This research aims to study the nature of the strategic rivalry between
China and India over the South Asian region, by studying the case of
the Maldives, as one of the most important geopolitical arenas in the
Indian Ocean, and the research is based on the hypothesis that the
sensitive geographical location of the Maldives, and its location close to
vital international shipping lines, has made it a key focus in the

equations of regional competition between the two rising powers.

The research also seeks to analyze the motives and tools of this rivalry,
focusing on the economic, political and security dimensions, especially
with regard to infrastructure projects, foreign investments, and security
and maritime cooperation .it also discusses how both China and India
employ a combination of different power tools to enhance their influence
in the Maldives, in light of the latter's efforts to achieve a delicate
balance in its foreign relations to ensure its national interests and

preserve the independence of its political decision.

Keywords: Sino-Indian rivalry, South Asia, Maldives.
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Date of visit : 5/8/2024 .
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(*) NAGAO Satoru , The Quad: Responding to China’s Moves Into the Indian Ocean , the
diplomat , 12 April 2024 , Available at the link : https://thediplomat.com/2024/04/the-

guad-responding-to-chinas-moves-into-the-indian-ocean/ , Date of visit : 11/6/2025 .
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(*yJabin T. Jacob , China and India’s Intense Contest for Influence , the diplomat , 14 March 2024
, Available at the link : https://thediplomat.com/2024/03/china-and-indias-intense-contest-
for-influence/ , Date of visit : 12/6/2025 .

(%) Eva Abdulla , The Maldives’ Tightrope Walk: Balancing China-India Relations Amid
Mounting Debt , the diplomat , 10 August 2024, Available at the link:
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-maldives-tightrope-walk-balancing-china-india-
relations-amid-mounting-debt/ , Date of visit: 22/5/2024 .
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(%) Rangoli Mitra , The China-India Cold War in Maldives , the diplomat , 19 January 2022,

Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/the-china-india-cold-war-in-maldives/
, Date of visit: 29/5/2025 .
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(*) Rangoli Mitra , The China-India Cold War in Maldives , the diplomat , 19 January 2022,
Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/the-china-india-cold-war-in-maldives/
, Date of visit: 27/5/2024 .
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(*) Mimrah Ghafoor , Maldives’ 2023 Election Will Shape Indian Ocean Geopolitics , the
diplomat , 23 December 2022 , Available at the link:
https://thediplomat.com/2022/12/maldives-2023-election-will-shape-indian-ocean-
geopolitics/, Date of visit: 30/5/2024 .

(*)Athaulla A Rasheed , What Modi 3.0 Can Expect from Maldives , the diplomat , 1 July
2024, Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2024/07/what-modi-3-0-can-expect-
from-maldives/, Date of visit: 25/5/2025 .
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(%) Parth Seth , Modi Comes to Malé: ‘Neighborhood First” Meets ‘Maldives First’ , the
diplomat , 1 August 2025, Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/modi-
comes-to-male-neighborhood-first-meets-maldives-first/ , Date of visit: 25/9/2025 .

Journal of college of Law for Legal and Political Sciences

16



https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/modi-comes-to-male-neighborhood-first-meets-maldives-first/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/modi-comes-to-male-neighborhood-first-meets-maldives-first/

(2026) plad (56 )1/ (15) [ slaoll/ drsaulsaully di gLl 0glell oiLdll dal dlao

L cn e cnalla) (555l @il Sat ¢ Aaball i f cagar ¢ cialladl gl
Laia dng) sl (30) I dlaYh dallad) dud)l) dlae Vso (sale (400) I des
Jigeds a3 ¢ pa¥) Vol e Yoy dlaall @dlaadls dplaall B lelaall Aladia
et maciv LS ¢ L) cOlaad) dlgae ililliia gyally Sy Yl Alalud)
O LA el (going e Laa ¢ dadaall Aeally Hlanl) dgudsy Loxigh Aug)ll Aalual)
CBlaall cibabiin) ac s (s2igl I e dl) ol ¢ duiallal) Saill A Casiagl ¢ gl
Cuall o e @y b Y el 8 ala el (e Caidag 23Tl duia)
obd Cun Calll s el skl (Jpdsey o) (AL chanll YIS
Sl dlleay) Ldgall Sblalia¥) cialy Cua ¢ dedia g Ao e Al (e Jle
Dl iyl dparil S oIl sas ¢ 2024 Ao Job) Ales B Vs sle (322)
2025 & J¥s0 gside (700) s cialy S gl dass claliia) (e SIS il asly

L12026 e & Vs Jlle e Sl

sl Sl gy (LISLAS) sugl) Aam)Al s mm) ¢ craldl )by P
& ¥ Gsale (800) Ak s plail Jad (g Jigang 83y (28) (B (aall Capually
LaB oyl L ) ABLaYL ¢ Llaall Gladina)l Al maliy doSs P& auip
pdll gxigll el saig ¢ Apvigh miall Bacluar Lgie oLl W ¢ Ll Adle dueding
alle decalall Jan)l (a1l aiu oSl danl) Al U8 (e elidY) a8 jua o el
& ¢ qagiall eadl 8 LBl dalapall Bl Bl Casiy WS ¢ duf e SO
e b Alal) 3ylally il dileny V) Dl alial @ljidie (S Lgald)

(*) Ahmed Naish , Maldives President Muizzu Does U-Turn on Maiden State Visit to India ,
the diplomat , 8 October 2024, Available at the link :
https://thediplomat.com/2024/10/maldives-president-muizzu-does-u-turn-on-maiden-state-
visit-to-india/ , Date of visit: 3/12/2025 .
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(*y Ahmed Naish , Maldives Completes U-Turn From ‘India Out’ to ‘Closest Ally’ , the
diplomat , 14 August 2024, Available at the link : https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/maldives-
completes-u-turn-from-india-out-to-closest-ally/ , Date of visit: 6/12/2025 .

(%) Sudha Ramachandran , Bilateral Bonhomie During PM Modi’s Visit to the Maldives , the
diplomat , 31 July 2025, Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2025/07/bilateral-
bonhomie-during-pm-modis-visit-to-the-maldives/ , Date of visit: 4/12/2025 .
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(*) Sudha Ramachandran , India-Maldives Relations Enter Choppy Waters , , the diplomat ,
21 November 2023, Available at the link : https://thediplomat.com/2023/11/india-maldives-

relations-enters-choppy-waters/ , Date of visit: 10/12/2025 .
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(") Shantanu Roy-Chaudhury , China-India Choice Splits Maldives Presidential Politics , the
diplomat , 25 March 2023, Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/china-

india-choice-splits-maldives-presidential-politics/ , Date of visit: 12/6/2025 .
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(*) Mimrah Abdul Ghafoor , Opposition’s Mohamed Muizzu Wins Maldives’ Presidential
Election , the diplomat , 3 October 2023, Available at the link:
https://thediplomat.com/2023/10/oppositions-mohamed-muizzu-wins-maldives-presidential-
election/ , Date of visit: 7/6/2025 .

(*) Sudha Ramachandran , India-Maldives War of Words on Social Media Triggers
Diplomatic Row , the diplomat , 9 January 2024, Available at the link:
https://thediplomat.com/2024/01/india-maldives-war-of-words-on-social-media-triggers-
diplomatic-row/ , Date of visit: 1/6/2025 .
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() Gerry Shih and Siddharthya Roy, A plot in paradise and India’s struggle for influence in
Asia, Washington post , 30 December 2024 , Available at the link:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/12/30/maldives-president-muizzu-india-china-
influence/ , Date of visit: 1/6/2025 .
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(*) Mimrah Ghafoor , Maldives’ 2023 Election Will Shape Indian Ocean Geopolitics , the
diplomat , 23 December 2022, Available at the link:
https://thediplomat.com/2022/12/maldives-2023-election-will-shape-indian-ocean-
geopolitics/ , Date of visit: 5/6/2024 .
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(Y Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan , Maldives’ Muizzu Throws in With China , the diplomat ,
18 January 2024, Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2024/01/maldives-muizzu-
throws-in-with-china/ , Date of visit: 19/6/2025 .

Journal of college of Law for Legal and Political Sciences

25


https://thediplomat.com/2024/01/maldives-muizzu-throws-in-with-china/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/01/maldives-muizzu-throws-in-with-china/

Ladgouil Aaalloll y3a — dasuliaugsall dilwl&eily Luul mguia 09 gaiall gigall jualisll slegyl

) gl dakaial 8 ol S a aslal

als ¢ astll LY daalad 58 oliels (saigh Tamdll 3 (gl e ae g Jalas
ugll 55 e e ¢ @l ed) 13 e el Bl Ui e el laolae) Qb
@iie 1agls ¢ Auad) lehsha (Y halu luag dia cidld) b G pus @l O
2l ddhay ccilaglan Jalis ¢ ASHde @ilygy ye challd) ga 6V Lgislad 2igl
0 G Gl dxdy LI s e (Ao gl S el e Sl ¢ il
G Oolaall e Ad8liag hase Wl i Slialy gl juys a8 G ¢ Capallal)
¢ gl Gl Ll Doae Ballal) (lsall 3 Jwnall Jsamal) Sias o (b (P alsy)
GabeY lgalasial AslSe) Jon cV3las o)l Aadl dganll Aadl 3 Al ajlidl
OV ¢ alaall sdgd salail aldll S5 Gaal) of atys ¢ Gl diyay Al
DUl e aalil) 138 ais igll Jaa ((Ssua Jie) Lagas z)la eld 8 (uall pugs
¢ Akl 8 (@ad) e Ay B cVsas ) ol e ol S ¢ Jainal) Y1 3l
Opall Jaxt Laiy ¢ (sigl) Jamdll 4 A0 (oabidll Lo o adailaall ) oad xiglls
skl e phall 13y ¢ daallall Lpadl Wil (e o328 (Gaall laagay juiad e
O i) (a5l Al J5 2y il Cpallall 03 Algaad (mny o (53)
@l 51 <5 sans AU algall pal e sy (gaigh) il lall moal ¢ adles

(*) Radhey Tambi , India Can’t Afford to Lose Maldives Again , the diplomat , 5 May 2023,
Available at the link: https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/india-cant-afford-to-lose-maldives-
again/ , Date of visit: 22/6/2025 .

(%) Mimrah Abdul Ghafoor , India-China Contest Looms Over Maldives’ Presidential
Elections , the diplomat , 23 August 2023, Available at the link:
https://thediplomat.com/2023/08/india-china-contest-looms-over-maldives-presidential- ,
Date of visit: 23/6/2025 .

(®) Eva Abdulla , The Maldives’ Tightrope Walk: Balancing China-India Relations Amid
Mounting Debt , the diplomat , 10 August 2024, Available at the link:
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-maldives-tightrope-walk-balancing-china-india-
relations-amid-mounting-debt/ , Date of visit: 26/6/2025 .

Journal of college of Law for Legal and Political Sciences

26



https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/india-cant-afford-to-lose-maldives-again/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/india-cant-afford-to-lose-maldives-again/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/08/india-china-contest-looms-over-maldives-presidential-
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-maldives-tightrope-walk-balancing-china-india-relations-amid-mounting-debt/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-maldives-tightrope-walk-balancing-china-india-relations-amid-mounting-debt/

(2026) plad (56 )1/ (15) [ slaoll/ drsaulsaully di gLl 0glell oiLdll dal dlao

oo il 58 A el Chadl b ndl DA e dals ¢ gl Ll b
.l

PONER]

OB Om SulE Gl Hae da ol bl Gigin dilie e diglly cpeall o dlall of
Lol b Al pl) bl G saley duwdll sl aal mual ¢ el
b dgana aey ¢ Bpiall Joall o Caallall e dlla duhy cojell ag ¢ sl
Jais oal8Y) ghaall ialan (8 Cpise ulels ) Jsai o oS ¢ bl e g Lkl

bl Wil Shaall gadse

O Aphcadl Ludliall sl (8 jad ¢ aula Bl ke (B et caallall 3 aag
Al cul L3l o (pually wighl Gl Laiw gl lsall 3 calaed) (g5dll
malaghally Gulaall Cphal) i LSy gai Canval LS dgige Ll daslal)
5] lyelaill 55 ¢ sae (shis Aadlall CilasSall 4] anties 53 slatY) Jom Bs
O oll) ae b Jasg La ) Lgallias d5lsal DU c¥lae 8 A0S laila)

» B laie dale (500 Al pe gelpua ol Gl S5 ¢ cpually 2igl)

& Al calally Jdbaall oAl e ¢ capallall las dy lads aigll <€ ¢ Ladas
Glacludly ) Gslall Gy Fpulasbially Lpbsdly ZpaleaBV ] Y laall (ga 3p2el)
& Ll Gyhlly dhall 5ol caallal e alacail die @l aag ¢ daatilly L)
Lo atl Al aplie Joai dum ¢ DU 3 sdise 5T gpeall sl < 2014 Gle

C LSl clyelailly clyally o) Gll3

Lalll e dign lghea dajall Ll cheddl Joha (do cpalldl 3 adse 0
Do e ¢ @l ey Lallall Aadally Hlaill auls adse (B e LS ¢ Danbagaal)

Journal of college of Law for Legal and Political Sciences

27



Ladgouil Aaalloll y3a — dasuliaugsall dilwl&eily Luul mguia 09 gaiall gigall jualisll slegyl

Gleaglly Gabpliall anas Llaad ) Dl ¢ alladl 4 Ladil) cliad (30 0 gha
sl Ll ¢l gt 8 Caplall ol Caslaall wl ae ¢ DL died) 28kl

ol Y1 AsSs 356l A5 il e Rl a1 (15 AT 5165y Banial

¢ aaly g Jay Bald cad L sl (Sa SN (OlsdY) axe) dubwe e dske 2ayg
gl oS5 ab I g ¢ 5aY) lidanidll el Al delad) dbd) cidan)
Daia o ) dalas ¢ AY) dualiYly dudlal) gl Laad iy ¢ Laaag Gually

- O e LSyl

Ll Leahl (Sar ally Aalgll abma] (e degene N deagill 5 30 1 clalinay)

: Ay

(Y] Uil 8 Ligudl ceatl) bl Cagin (A (sigl) Jall palall (e 1
@ala®¥ ) 3l gl <y ¢ dengl) acelal) Jalall & Sunll 85l 223 ol Cum

B ety i€ alasbilly (yaill oY

b Bnall Joall ihanll adgal) Calas La laialy adgad) Cipallel) )3 2e3 .2
SSI LaalfY) (gl (o L5 Aalie ) Lebisady ¢ danilfidsonll Lgisaal e
At lguatlind Wl e caalldl (& Wygdas g ) sl
ileal (gpaal duslsl ddeass (adly Y] aadl o vighl S5 e ¢ gy

- gl L) 8 alal) gl

S @l oY) cVolee UK sale] B diglly cpeal) G ol aale L3
Cigin bl e il SlalSal e b dleny Lo g ¢ il Jad) ik

- L

b A0 ¢ ALYy Al 5ystiall e Liels Caallall sl 13 aagl .4

- el Gl dumylal) Jagaall oLl Lgadge Lilia (g 2y il

Journal of college of Law for Legal and Political Sciences

28



(2026) plad (56 )1/ (15) [ slaoll/ drsaulsaully di gLl 0glell oiLdll dal dlao

==
Oo dan B (saigll gl palal) ol AR dacajdll daa Cadl Fln S5 L5
oy Bale] B agals ¢ oalBY) 3sill ¥ slen A daniliad IS5 ddad Capallal
bl Cgin A8y sl
: skad)
s Claal) ¢ W)

) o shall g S5 Alna ¢ claanally bl gall ;S 5eY) Tpigl Al Jisa ¢ e s clia ]
. 236 U= <2020 ¢« 20 2=l ¢

Uae ¢ sl alaadl Uil Sl ailie g ol gl o (So eVl sl glouall ¢ gl Gyl das 2
L975 bm ¢ 2024 Sim ¢ 15 Alaall ¢ 1 2aal) ¢ dasbidl o slel) 5 (5 5160 danial
: Ay g SNy gl ; LalE

Cpabaall A0l ¢ g e Glasdes s () sl de (e Baaal) Agaall Al Ju) ¢ Ll als ]
die (e 3aal) Linall dad) ¥l S SV da )l e 2l ¢ 2022 ol 27 ¢ Aaadle )
.2023/12/11 3,63 &6 ¢ _(almayadeen.net)maball | Glasls 55 () olslll

Lial) gl gal) ; TS
First : webs

. Ahmed Naish , Maldives Completes U-Turn From ‘India Out’ to ‘Closest Ally’ , the
diplomat , 14 August 2024, Available at the link
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/maldives-completes-u-turn-from-india-out-to-closest-
ally/ , Date of visit: 6/12/2025 .

. Ahmed Naish , Maldives President Muizzu Does U-Turn on Maiden State Visit to India ,
the  diplomat , 8  October 2024, Available at the link
https://thediplomat.com/2024/10/maldives-president-muizzu-does-u-turn-on-maiden-state-
visit-to-india/ , Date of visit: 3/12/2025 .

. Amit Ranjan , United States-Maldives Defense Pact: What Lies Ahead for India? ,
National University of Singapore , 14 October 2020 , Available at the link :
https://www.isas.nus.edu.sg/papers/united-states-%C2%ADmaldives-defence-pact-what-
lies-ahead-for-india/ , Date of visit : 6/8/2024 .
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4. Athaulla A Rasheed , What Modi 3.0 Can Expect from Maldives , the diplomat , 1 July
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