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Abstract : This study examines the phenomenon of guided democracy
within Iraq’s constitutional system by analyzing its legal foundations and
the mechanisms through which it manifests in practice. The research is
based on the assumption that, although the Iraqi Constitution clearly
embraces democratic principles, the practical application has deviated
from these principles due to the dominance of political patronage
networks and the weakened effectiveness of oversight institutions. The
study identifies key structural imbalances in the separation of powers,
the limited independence of constitutional bodies, and the impact of
political apportionment on the composition of high authorities,
particularly the constitutional judiciary. It further explores legal and
constitutional measures to curb this phenomenon, foremost among
them empowering the Federal Supreme Court, restructuring the
selection process of its judges to ensure independence from political
influence, and expanding the scope of direct constitutional challenges to
allow individuals and civil society organizations greater access to
constitutional justice. The study concludes that establishing an
independent and effective constitutional judiciary is essential for
safeguarding Iraq’s democratic trajectory, preventing deviation toward
guided democratic models, and restoring balance between constitutional
norms and actual practice in order to strengthen the rule of law and

support democratic transformation.
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