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Abstract

This study examines the foreign policy of the Mahdist State during
the period from 1885 to 1898, analyzing how these policies influenced the
state's survival and eventual downfall. It is noteworthy that the Mahdist
State focused on establishing varying types of relations with regional and
international powers, most notably the Ottoman Empire, Egypt, Britain,
France, Italy, Belgium, and Abyssinia. These policies ranged from
diplomacy to armed confrontation. Overall, the foreign policy of the
Mahdist State was largely hostile and failed to gain acceptance from other
powers, contributing to the destabilization of the state. The study highlights
that the state's failure to achieve an effective diplomatic balance and the
deterioration of its foreign relations played a key role in facilitating foreign
campaigns—culminating in the Anglo-Egyptian invasion that ended the
political existence of the Mahdist State following the death of its leader,
Khalifa Abdallahi al-Ta’aishi, at the Battle of Omdurman in 1898.
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