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J ABSTRACT

The Mesopotamian civilization is considered one of the most prominent ancient civ-
ilizations that arose in the ancient Near East. The results of archaeological excavations
have provided us with a number of artistic archaeological materials, such as drawings,
three-dimensional and bas-relief sculpture, as well as relief sculpture, and despite the
agreement of most researchers in the field of Archaeology, History and Art, that the first
examples of relief sculpture in Mesopotamia date back to Warkaa era. However, there is
another artistic example, dating back to prehistoric times, “the era of Samarra”. It was
found at the Qara Shinah site in the Dukan Basin, and the piece is currently on display in
the Iraqi Museum, which is a handle of a knife or another tool, made of bone, on which
a pair of animals are depicted in a walking pose. The research was divided into two axes,
the first was a brief introduction to the Stone Ages, their archaeological sites, and the
popular industries at that time, “particularly bone industries,” as well as the definition of
relief sculpture, while the second axis was concerned with describing, comparing, and

analyzing the artifact.
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