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& ABSTRACT

"The research explores the emergence of prison architecture during the Islamic pe-
riods—namely, the early Islamic era, the Umayyad era, and the Abbasid era—in Iraq,
which was the center of the Abbasid Caliphate. It relies on historical narratives that con-
tain occasional and brief references to the planning and architecture of prisons. These
references, though limited, help identify the most prominent Islamic prisons known in
major Iraqi cities such as Basra, Kufa, Wasit, and Baghdad. This study represents an
attempt to extract certain architectural and planning details from historical sources that

mention, describe, or allude incidentally to the architectural features of now-
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