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ResearchAbstract
The study entitled “The Critical Faculty of Hadith Scholars in Detecting Hidden
Defects” highlights a precise methodology in the science of Hadith, represented
by what is known as the “critical faculty” (al-malikah al-naqdiyyah). This is an
intellectual and methodological capacity that enabled leading critics to identify
hidden defects ( ilal khafiyyah) in narrations, whether in chains of transmission or
in the texts themselves. The researcher explains that this type of criticism goes
beyond the apparent conditions of authenticity, uncovering concealed flaws such
as textual inconsistencies, imagined insertions, or anomalous solitary reports—
matters discernible only to the keen and well-versed hadith master.
The study discusses the linguistic and technical foundations of the critical
faculty, clarifies the distinction between it and outward criticism, and then outlines
its pillars, namely discernment, gathering variant chains, and careful comparison
of narrations. It also presents applied examples from the methods of eminent
critics such as ‘Al ibn al-Madini, al-Bukhari, and al-Daraqutni, illustrating the
impact of their faculties in rejecting narrations that appeared sound on the surface.
The research concludes that the critical faculty represents the pinnacle of hadith
methodology and serves as a safeguard for the Sunnah against error and intrusion.
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