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Abstract

This research presents an in-depth study of the relationship between collective memory and the
construction of social identity. It seeks to analyze the role of collective memory in shaping both individual
and group identities, focusing on how this memory is transmitted across generations and how it influences
the formation of social identity. Collective memory is not merely a record of past events; rather, it is a
dynamic process that is continuously reshaped according to the social, political, and cultural conditions
experienced by societies. This makes it an effective tool for strengthening group belonging and fostering
social cohesion.
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The research examines key theories related to collective memory, highlighting the contributions of
French sociologist Maurice Halbwachs, who is regarded as one of the pioneers in the study of collective
memory as a social phenomenon formed through interaction among individuals within different groups. The
study explains that memory is not simply an individual activity, but a collective experience rooted in shared
traditions and cultural symbols that unify members of a society. It also explores the contributions of other
scholars in this field, providing a broader understanding of the role of collective memory in shaping
communal identity.

The current research focuses on the mechanisms of transmitting collective memory across
generations, demonstrating that this memory is passed down through various social and cultural institutions,
such as the family, schools, religious institutions, media, and folklore. It highlights the role of rituals,
traditions, and oral narratives in preserving collective identity and reinforcing the sense of belonging. These
elements serve as effective means of documenting and transferring collective memory across generations.
Additionally, the research emphasizes the significance of language as a primary vehicle for collective
memory. Language is not merely a tool for communication; it plays a crucial role in shaping collective
perception and reinforcing cultural and social identity. Furthermore, the study explores the impact of social
and political factors on the reshaping of collective memory, illustrating how societies reconstruct their
historical narratives to align with contemporary realities. Collective memory can be utilized to enhance unity
and social solidarity, but it can also be manipulated within political and ideological discourses to direct group
identity in specific ways. Therefore, the research highlights the importance of understanding the dynamics of
collective memory and examining how it is employed in community-building or exploited for political and
social purposes.
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