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Abstract

In many developed nations, including China, vocational education and
training (VET) are perceived as an integral part of life and a primary vehicle for
social advancement and community improvement. Looking ahead to the
dimensions of education in the 21st century, it can be argued that one of the
fundamental pillars of education is "learning for work." This concept entails the
acquisition of skills and the integration of knowledge with practice, forming an
essential component of individual qualification for professional life. Such
modern trends in linking educational preparation to the workforce have been
necessitated by the evolving demands of the labor market. Production and
service enterprises, particularly in developed countries, increasingly expect
vocational graduates to contribute to enhancing competitiveness and fostering
innovation and creativity. This is crucial for achieving a competitive advantage
and improving production and productivity, which are fundamentally based on

the acquisition and applied use of knowledge.

Utilizing a descriptive analytical approach, this research aims to:

Identify the role of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in achieving
sustainable economic development.

Analyze the Chinese model as a benchmark for sustainable economic
development.

Examine the current status of small-scale economic projects in Iraq.

The findings conclude with a framework for restructuring vocational education
to effectively contribute to sustainable economic development in Iraq.
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