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Abstract

The report of solitary narrators (Khabar al-Ahad)—which refers to a hadith that
does not reach the level of mutawatir (mass transmission)—is one of the most
common forms of reports transmitted from the Prophet .2 It is also a central topic
in the science of Hadith. The theological schools (kalam sects) differed in their
positions regarding the use of such reports in matters of belief, primarily because
Khabar al-Ahad does not in itself produce certainty (yaqin). This lack of certainty
made it a subject of debate and disagreement among the various schools.

The Mu'tazilites rejected the use of solitary reports in matters of creed, arguing
that only definitive (qat‘T) evidence is acceptable in theology, and Khabar al-Ahad
only provides probable (zanni) knowledge. The Ash‘arites and Maturidis, on the
other hand, held varying positions—sometimes accepting it completely, and other
times considering it only as a basis for practice (‘amal) rather than certain
knowledge (‘ilm.(

This study presents the differing views of the three main theological schools—the
Mu‘tazilites, Ash‘arites, and Maturidis—along with applied examples from their

classical texts.
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