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Abstract

Social networking sites clearly contribute to producing societal culture and
influencing public opinion, negatively or positively. The negative effects of these social
networking sites are increasing because there are no effective controls or limits that
restrict the speech published on them. Hence comes the importance of studying and
shedding light on this aspect in this research, which its main problem was represented
by a main question:

What is the role of social networking sites in spreading the culture of extremism

from the point of view of Iraqi media professors?

The research aims to identify the role that social media sites play in spreading

the culture of extremism, and to reveal the nature and quality of extremist discourse on
social media sites. The researcher adopted the survey approach, which is the approach
most consistent with this research, and used the questionnaire as a main tool in
collecting information.
In view of the homogeneity of the research community, a deliberate sample of 40 media
professors of both sexes from the universities of Anbar, Baghdad, and Iraq was chosen.
A field study was conducted on them. The preliminary results indicate that social media
discourse is characterized by extremism, being an escalatory, violent discourse, and a
selective, confrontational, distorting discourse that includes many fallacies. Social
networking sites have a different role in promoting the culture of extremism, and its
strength varies according to time, place, and the nature of the composition of society.
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